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retired, and almost conventional education, as they
did in aristocratic times ; and then they are suddenly
abandoned, without a guide and without assistance
in the midst of all the irregularities inseparable from
democratic society. The Americans are more con-
sistent. They have found out that in a democracy the'
independence of individuals cannot fail to be very
great, youth premature, tastes ill-restrained, customs
fleeting, public opinion often unsettled and power-
less, paternal authority weak, and marital authority
contested. Under these circumstances, believing that
they had little chance of repressing in woman the
most vehement passions of the human heart, they
held that the surer way was to teach her the art of
combating those passions for herself. As they could
not prevent her virtue from being exposed to frequent
danger, they determined that she should know how
best to defend it; and more reliance was placed on
the free vigour of her will than on safeguards which
have been shaken or overthrown. Instead, then, of
inculcating mistrust of herself, they contantly seek
to enhance their confidence in her own strength of
character. As it is neither possible nor desirable to
keep a young woman in perpetual or complete
ignorance, they hasten to give her a precocious know-
ledge on all subjects. Far from hiding the corruptions
of the world from her, they prefer that she should see
them at once and train herself to shun them; and
they hold it of more importance to protect her
conduct than to be over-scrupulous of her innocence.
Although the Americans are a very religious people,
they do not rely on religion alone to defend the virru&
of woman; they seek to arm her reason also. In this
they have followed the same method as in several
other respects; they first make the most vigorous
efforts to bring individual independence to exercise